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CLEAN WATER And FLOOD PROTECTION
IT’S EVERYBODY’S BUSINESS
NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION AWARENESS
The United States has made tremendous advances since Congress passed
the Clean Water Act in 1972 to clean up the aquatic environment by
controlling pollution from industries and sewage treatment plants.
Today, nonpoint source pollution remains the nation’s largest source
of water quality problems. Sometimes referred to as polluted runoff,
nonpoint source pollution occurs when rainfall, snowmelt, or irrigation
runs over land or through the ground, picks up pollutants, and deposits
them into surface waters or introduces them into ground water. The most
common nonpoint source pollutants are sediments and nutrients. Other
common nonpoint source pollutants include pesticides, pathogens, salts,
oils, and excess fertilizer.
The watershed approach is the preferred way to restore a stream,
river, or lake. It looks beyond the water body itself and examines the entire
drainage area, including all the potential sources of pollution that drain into
it. Water conservation uses practices and technologies that limit water
use in the bathroom, kitchen, laundry room, lawn, driveway, and garden.
Conserving water reduces the demand on existing water supplies and
limits the amount of water that runs off the land. Runoff should also be
minimized by using low impact development (LID) techniques, which work
with the natural landscape and native plants to soak up more rainwater by
improving infiltration. Low impact development solutions include
rain gardens and green roofs, which treat rainwater as a precious
resource. Other ways to control polluted runoff include erosion control
techniques such as silt fencing around construction sites, establishment
of riparian (vegetated) zones next to waterbodies to filter out pollutants,
and xeriscape landscaping, which incorporates native plants that
minimize maintenance needs. Finally, many local groups organize
volunteer monitoring efforts, which provide information that can help
government agencies understand the impacts of nonpoint source pollution
and solve problems. Working together, we can all make a difference.
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PREVENT WATER POLLUTION
There are many best management practices homeowners
and businesses can adopt that will help prevent water
pollution. Consider adopting one or two of the following
best management practices (BMPs):
• Divert your downspouts so they point to grassy areas
rather than concrete.

INFILTRATE MORE SHED LESS
• When mowing your lawn, mulch mow or compost
grass clippings. In any event, never let your lawn
mower “blow” grass clippings into the street.
• Keep vehicles “leak” free to ensure vehicle fluids,
such as oil or antifreeze, stay out of our streams,
rivers and lakes.

• Make sure you put a lid on your garbage can and
recycling lid when set at the curb (to prevent litter).
• Test your soil fertility before applying lawn fertilizer—
make sure to use what is needed for your lawn and
don’t apply excess nitrogen and phosphorus.
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There are also steps you can take to capture and infiltrate stormwater to reduce your property’s
contribution to water quality degradation and flashy stream flows (flash flooding). Communities benefit
as a whole when property owners retrofit existing properties and new developments have stormwater
practices that promote infiltration of stormwater. Consider adopting one or two of the following BMPs:
• Native Turf and Native Landscaping
• Rain Barrel or Cistern

• Permeable Pavers Soil Quality Restoration
• Rain Gardens

FLOOD SAFETY

Be aware of mold and other contaminants.

Be informed. When floods or other severe weather
conditions threaten, tune in to local radio and television
stations to receive current information and warnings or
visit www.cedarfalls.com and click on “Flood Info” for the
latest conditions. Some of our local radio stations include
KBBG at 88.1FM, KUNI at 90.9FM, KOKZ at 105.7FM,
KWLO at 1330Am, KOEL at 1540AM and KCNZ at
1650AM. Current weather announcements are also made
on television stations KGAN Channel 2, KWWL Channel 7
and KCRG Channel 9. If you have Cable TV, check with your
provider for local listings. You may also receive emergency
notifications through the Black Hawk County Alert system.
Information about the Alert system is available by clicking
on the Black Hawk County Alert link on the City’s website.

Do not walk through flowing water.
Drowning is the number one cause of flood deaths, mostly
during flash floods. Currents can be deceptive—six inches
of moving water can knock you off your feet. If you walk
in standing water, use a pole or stick to ensure that the
ground is still there.

Do not drive through a flooded area.
More people drown in their cars than anywhere else.
Don’t drive around road barriers or through standing
water; the road or bridge may be washed out.

Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.
The number two flood killer after drowning is electrocution.
Electrical current can travel through water. Report downed
power lines to the Cedar Falls Utilities at 319-266-1761.

Have your electricity turned off by Cedar Falls
Utilities. Some appliances, such as television sets, keep
electrical charges even after they have been unplugged.
Don’t use appliances or motors that have gotten wet
unless they have been taken apart, cleaned, and dried.

Beware of mold and other contaminants.
If your home has been flooded it may contain mold or
other contaminants. Consult the Red Cross, a FEMA
volunteer or other cleaning professionals for advice
about cleaning up your home following a flood.

Look out for animals, especially snakes.
Small animals that have been flooded out of their homes
may seek shelter in yours. Be cautious when re-entering
your home after a flood.

Look before you step. After a flood, the ground and
floors are covered with debris including broken bottles
and nails. Floors and stairs that have been covered with
mud can be very slippery.

Be alert for gas leaks. Use a flashlight to inspect for
damage. Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns, or open
flames unless you know the gas has been turned off
and the area has been ventilated.

BE PREPARED FOR AN

EMERGENCY EVACUATION
Develop a family exit plan. Prepare an emergency
kit—first aid, food, water, clothing, important papers.
Choose a family meeting place and contacts. Include
a plan for your pets.

Prepare an evacuation check list. Open basement
windows to equalize water pressure. Turn off water, gas
and electric mains. Move personal property out of harms
way. Notify neighbors you are evacuating.
• Visit cedarfalls.com and click on “Services” then
“Flood Information” for the latest conditions.
• Listen to local radio stations.
• Watch KWWL, CF Cable, and Mediacom for warnings.

FLOODPROOFING
There are several ways to protect a building from flood damage. One
way is to keep the water draining away from your house by regrading
your lot or building a small floodwall or earthen berm. These methods
work if your lot is large enough, if flooding is not too deep, and if your
property is not in the floodway. The Department of Developmental
Services can provide this information.

FLOOD PROTECTION INFORMATION
Floods are a natural phenomenon that occur every year in all 50 states.
The most serious flooding in Cedar Falls occurs when the Cedar River
rises above flood stage. Other areas in Cedar Falls that are vulnerable
to flooding are those adjacent to several branches of Dry Run Creek
that flow through our city or areas that frequently experience high
ground water tables. Flooding can also occur due to heavy storms,
snowmelt or ice jams. Severe flooding in Cedar Falls occurred in
2008 when the Cedar River crested at over 10 feet above flood stage.
Less serious events can still cover streets and yards and can flood cars,
garages, basements and lower floors.
Your property may not have been flooded in the past, however, it can
still be flooded in the future. The next flood could be worse or it could
affect different areas than past flood events. If you are in the floodplain,
the odds are that someday your property will be damaged. Following are
some things you can do to protect yourself, even if your property is not
in the floodplain.
City Flood Services: You can contact the Department of Developmental
Services to find out whether your property is located in a flood hazard
area. They can give you more information regarding the depth of
flooding during a 100-year flood event, past flooding problems in your
area, and ways to prevent flood damage to your home if it is located
within a flood hazard area. Call the Department of Developmental
Services at 319-273-8606 or visit their office at 220 Clay Street.

Flood maps and flood protection references are also available at the
Cedar Falls Public Library, 524 Main Street. If your property is in a
floodplain or if you have had flood, drainage or sewer backup problems,
check out these sources of assistance.

Another approach is to make your walls waterproof and place watertight
closures over the doorways. This method is only recommended for
houses without basements or for flood depths less than two feet
deep and of short duration.

Since 1993, the state and federal governments have made funding
available for “flood buyout” efforts following flood disasters. The City
of Cedar Falls has taken advantage of this funding to purchase over
300 homes in the floodplain. While the majority of the flood buyout-outs
have occurred north of the Cedar River, several properties south of the
river have also sustained substantial flood damages during recent flood
events and have been purchased under the flood buyout program.
If you decide to sell your home and it is located in the floodplain,
you can contact the City’s Planning Division at 319-273-8606 to see
if flood buyout funds are available for the purchase of your property.

A third approach is to raise the house above anticipated flood levels.
Our city’s floodplain ordinance requires that any new or substantially
improved structure be built at an elevation of 1 foot above the
anticipated 500-year flood. “Substantial improvement” is one that is
valued at 50% or more of a structure’s current value or an addition that
adds 25% or more to the original floor area of a structure. A 500-year
flood is defined as a flood that has a 1-in-500 chance of occurring each
year. The flood of 2008 was considered to be a 500-year flood. You can
see many homes in floodplain areas of Cedar Falls that have now been
raised to this level, including several on Cottage Row Road.

Properties that are purchased as part of the City’s flood buyout
program are kept as open greenspace, to be used only for recreational
purposes or to be returned to their natural “pre-development” state.
Floodplains are hazardous locations for human development but
in their natural state floodplain areas absorb much more rain and
floodwater than urbanized areas and reduce flood flows on downstream
properties. Wetland plants filter stormwater runoff, making it cleaner
for those downstream.

DON’T WAIT FOR THE NEXT FLOOD
TO BUY INSURANCE PROTECTION.
There is a 30-day waiting period before
National Flood Insurance Program
coverage takes effect.
Contact your insurance agent for
more information on rates and coverage.

FLOOD INSURANCE
If you don’t have flood insurance, talk to your insurance agent.
Homeowners’ insurance policies do not cover damage from
floods. However, because Cedar Falls participates in the
National Flood Insurance Program, you can purchase a separate

WHAT YOU CAN DO
Several of the City’s flood mitigation efforts depend on your cooperation and assistance.
HERE IS HOW YOU CAN HELP:
•

•

Do not dump or throw anything into the ditches or streams. Dumping in our ditches
and streams is a violation of our city ordinance. Even grass clippings and branches
can accumulate and plug channels and drainageways. A plugged channel cannot
carry water and it is more likely to overflow. Every piece of trash contributes to flooding.
If your property is next to a ditch or stream, please do your part and keep the banks
clear of brush and debris. The city has a stream maintenance program which can help
remove major blockages such as downed trees.

•

If you see dumping or debris in the ditches or streams, contact the
Public Works Department at 319-273-8629.

•

Always check with the Department of Developmental Services before you build on,
alter, regrade or fill on your property. A permit may be needed to ensure that projects
do not cause problems on other properties.

•
•

If you see building or filling without a city permit sign posted, contact the
Department of Developmental Services at 319-273-8606.
Check out the following information on floodproofing, flood insurance and flood safety.

flood insurance policy. This insurance is backed by the federal
Some houses, even though not in the floodplain, have had sewers that
back up into the basement during heavy rains. A plug or standpipe can
stop this if the water doesn’t get more than one or two feet deep. They
can be purchased at a hardware store at a reasonable price. For deeper
sewer backup flooding, talk to the City’s Inspection Services Division or
a licensed plumber about what steps you can take.
These measures are called floodproofing or retrofitting. More
information is available at the Cedar Falls Public Library or at the
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s website (www.fema.gov).
Important note: Alterations to your building or land may require a
permit from the City’s Department of Developmental Services.
Even regrading or filling in the floodplain requires a permit. Check
with the City’s Inspection Services Division to find out whether the
project you are planning requires a permit.
If you know a flood is coming, you should shut off the gas and electricity
and move valuable contents to the highest level of your home or even to
another location out of flood danger. You may want to prepare a detailed
checklist in advance to help ensure that you don’t forget anything.

government and is available to everyone, whether your property
is in the floodplain or not.
Some people have purchased flood insurance because
it was required by the bank when they got a mortgage or
home improvement loan. Usually these policies just cover
the building’s structure and not the contents. During flood
events, there can sometimes be more damage to the furniture
and contents than there is to the structure. If you have flood
insurance or are considering getting flood insurance, check
out the amount you need and ask your insurance agent about
contents coverage. Remember, even if the last flood missed you
or you have done some flood-proofing, the next flood could be
worse. Flood insurance covers all surface floods.
If your flooding problem is caused or aggravated by sewer
backup, check out a sewer backup rider to your homeowners
insurance policy.
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